Reading Response Assignment

Complete the following writing assignments by the due dates. Your responses should be typed in 12 pt. font, double-spaced and include MLA citations when quoting the text.
Reading Response #1: The Color Purple
Due: Monday, April 18 

1-2 Full Page(s)

Albert and Ceile both tell Harpo to “beat Sophia.” What are the repercussions of this advice for both Harpo and Sophia? Why is it so important to Harpo that his wife have no will of her own? What do these scenes tell us about the nature of abusive cycles? Is cruelty something that is taught—something that is unnatural? In your opinion, what does it take for someone (male or female) to deserve true respect? 

Reading Response #2: The Color Purple
Due: Monday, April 25
1-2 Full Page(s)

Discuss the motif of color throughout the book. How is “the color purple” reflected in characters and themes throughout the text?  What other colors does Walker include in her story, and why are they significant?

Reading Response #3: The Color Purple (pgs. 192-197)
Due: Monday, May 2 

2 Full Page(s)

Discuss Walker’s views of God as expressed through Ceile in her letter to Nettie. How has Shug shaped Ceile’s views of her Creator? Why does Ceile tell Nettie in her letter that she “don’t write to God anymore. I write to you”?

Consider Nettie’s religious experiences as a missionary. What does she learn from living with the Olinka tribe about delivering the message of the Gospel? How have her views of conventional religion changed by the end of the novel?

Reading Response #4: The Color Purple 

Due: Monday, May 9  

1-2 Pages
Just as Celie grew up being told she was inferior, Shug Avery was always told she was evil. What are your impressions of Shug, from the photo Celie sees early on, to the end of the novel, when Celie and Albert have united in their devotion to Shug? What does Shug teach Celie about being loved, and about finding one’s true self? 
