AP Literature Multiple Choice Exam Strategies
1.  Options that contain facts or information based on a complex text/poem are generally placed in logical or chronological order according to the line numbers of the text.

2. Consider leaving the Roman numeral questions and the “all…except” questions until last, as these are the most difficult and time consuming.

3. When a question gives part of a sentence and asks for the meaning a of a word or phrase in it, go back to the beginning of the sentence and read to the end to comprehend the meaning in its context. 

4. Running out of time?  Scan the remaining questions and look for the shortest or most direct questions that do not ask you to go back to the actual text.  Look for question types you know you’re good at.

5. If you don’t want to run out of time, before you take the test, do this: scan the number of  questions, divide by two, and note your start and half-way time points.  Or divide the number of  sections by the time.

6. Mark up the exam booklet. Interact with the text!  Read the passage as if you were going to write an essay about it.

7. Do not be deceived by the length or sophistication of the passage; there is no correlation between the passage and the difficulty of the questions referring to that passage.

8. Remember that ALL parts of the answer option must be correct

9. Try rephrasing the question, leaving a blank where th answer should go and see if you can find a “fit”

10. If two answers are close, do ONE of these two things: find the option general enough to cover all aspects of the question, OR find the one limited enough to be the detail that the question is looking for.

11. Take a deep breath; if you get half right on the multiple choice, and write decent essays, you will likely pass.  
TYPES OF MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

1.  The straightforward factual question:  The poem is an example of:  
2. The question refers  you to specific lines and asks you to draw a conclusion or interpret: Lines 52-57 serve to:
3. The “all….except” question, which requires extra time because you must consider every answer choice.

4. The question asks you to make an inference or to abstract a concept that is not directly stated in the passage: In the poem, the reader can infer that the speaker is…
5. The Roman numeral question – yikes!!  The tough one!  In the poem, “night” refers to I. death II. A pun III. The end of an affair: Answer:  A. I and II B. I, II, II, and III C. I and III only
Remember that a question can be of more than a single type. Work hard at being able to recognize question types and identifying your own strengths and weaknesses related to question type.
